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Regulatory Commission have reconfirmed
their favorable views regarding the original
NPAS as well as the conclusions contained
herein.

This transmission shall constitute a sub-
mittal for purposes of both sections 123 b.
and 123 d. of the Act. My Administration is
prepared to begin immediately the consulta-
tions with the Senate Foreign Relations
Committee and the House International Re-
lations Committee as provided in section 123
b. Upon completion of the period of 30 days
of continuous session provided for in section
123 b., the period of 60 days of continuous
session provided for in section 123 d. shall
commence.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
March 20, 2000.

Letter to the Chairman of the
Senate Committee on the Judiciary
on Gun Control Legislation
March 20, 2000

Dear Mr. Chairman:
Since last summer, I have repeatedly

urged the Congress to finish its work on juve-
nile crime legislation and pass a balanced,
bipartisan bill with strong gun measures to
keep guns out of the hands of children and
criminals. However, I am troubled by your
recent comments that you are considering
stripping the Senate-passed commonsense
gun provisions out of the final conference re-
port. Legislation intended to address the
problem of youth violence simply cannot ig-
nore the most devastating problem facing our
youth—gun violence.

Let me be clear: I will not sign juvenile
crime legislation that fails to move forward
in our efforts to make guns safer, and to keep
them out of the hands of children and
criminals.

Last summer, the Senate passed reason-
able gun provisions that would help do just
this, by closing the gun show loophole, re-
quiring child safety locks for handguns, bar-
ring violent juveniles from owning guns as
adults, and banning the importation of large
capacity ammunition clips. These measures

can help save lives and should be enacted
without further delay.

Last week, my Administration, joined by
many cities and states, reached a landmark
agreement with Smith and Wesson under
which the company will change the way it
designs, distributes, and markets its products.
That pact—which includes important provi-
sions on gun shows, child safety locks, and
large ammunition clips—is proof that when
reasonable people choose to sit down and ne-
gotiate, they can find common ground and
protect the public interest. I hope Congress
can now build on that example.

Nearly a year has passed since the tragedy
at Columbine High School, and gunfire con-
tinues to take the lives of nearly a dozen
young people a day. That is why I urge you
once again to finish the job you started last
year and send me a comprehensive juvenile
crime bill that contains the Senate-passed
gun safety measures. No task could be more
urgent.

Sincerely,
William J. Clinton

NOTE: This letter was sent to Orrin G. Hatch,
chairman, Senate Committee on the Judiciary. An
original was not available for verification of the
content of this letter.

Remarks at a State Dinner Hosted
by President Justice Shahabuddin
Ahmed of Bangladesh in Dhaka
March 20, 2000

Mr. President, Prime Minister, distin-
guished guests, this has been a day of extraor-
dinary hospitality, insight, and discovery for
us. On behalf of the American delegation,
I thank you for all you have done to make
us feel at home.

For 5 years now, my wife and daughter
have been singing the glories of Bangladesh.
Finally, I am glad to see for myself. This day
has been a watershed for both our nations.
Americans admire Bangladesh as a proud
Muslim nation, devoted to peace with its
neighbors, to peacekeeping around the
world, to tolerance and diversity within its
borders. When the great Bengali writer
Rabindranath Tagore was awarded the Nobel
Prize for literature, he said this: ‘‘I am glad
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I have done some work to give expression
to this great age when the East and the West
are coming together.’’

Although he did not live to see the creation
of Bangladesh, Tagore would doubtless be
proud of all you have done to lead your peo-
ple into a new century. I believe he would
also approve of what we did today to bring
the East and the West closer together.

I was deeply gratified this morning to be
the first American President to arrive in Ban-
gladesh, and I am proud of the kind of part-
nership we are forging. It is about more than
the ceremony of a state visit. It is about pro-
moting democracy and the values that give
meaning to our lives. It is about helping chil-
dren stay in school and have a better future,
about investing in people who have never
been given a chance to succeed before, and
investing in a nation that now has a chance
to succeed as never before.

Tomorrow the Sun will rise on a deeper
friendship between America and Bangladesh.
Through our ceremonies and our conversa-
tions, we have hastened the arrival of a more
peaceful new day, the kind of day that Tagore
spent his life imagining. A new day compre-
hending not only the absence of war and suf-
fering but the presence of mutual under-
standing and common endeavors.

On behalf of all Americans, I pledge that
we will work with you to build on this good
day, to soften the hard facts of daily hardship,
to make real the poetry of our finest aspira-
tions.

I ask you now to join me in a toast to the
President, the Prime Minister, the people of
Bangladesh, and the friendship between our
two nations. May it grow. May it deepen.
May it affect the lives of our people in ways
that are truly good.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at approximately 8:30
p.m. in the Banquet Hall of the Bangabhawan.
In his remarks, he referred to Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina of Bangladesh. The transcript re-
leased by the Office of the Press Secretary also
included the remarks of President Ahmed.

The President’s News Conference
With Prime Minister Atal Behari
Vajpayee of India in New Delhi,
India
March 21, 2000

Prime Minister Vajpayee. I am delighted
to welcome President Clinton to India. His
visit provides us a unique opportunity for his-
toric confirmation in our relations. We have
just concluded a very productive meeting.
President Clinton and I have had an indepth
exchange of views on many subjects. Our two
delegations have also held extensive discus-
sions. Our discussions have been warm,
friendly, and candid, reflecting our common
desire to build a new relationship of mutual
trust and respect.

Our objective is to forge a durable, politi-
cally constructive and economically produc-
tive partnership between the world’s two
largest democracies. I think with President
Clinton’s visit and our meeting today, we
have laid a firm foundation for the future.

President Clinton and I have just signed
a vision statement. The statement outlines
the contours of and defines the agenda of
our partnership in the 21st century. We both
agreed that our commitment to the prin-
ciples and practice of democracy constitutes
the bedrock of our relations and for our co-
operative efforts internationally for peace,
prosperity, and democrative freedom.

We have also concluded agreements and
understandings on the establishment of very
wide-ranging dialog architecture. Closer con-
tacts between our business and scientific
communities will be encouraged. Both coun-
tries will endeavor to enhance trade and in-
vestment, cooperate in energy and environ-
ment, and to draw upon the vast array of
talent, especially in the area of information
technology and frontier sciences for the bet-
terment of the lives of their peoples.

We share a common concern at the grow-
ing threat of terrorist violence and its links
with religious extremism and illegal trade in
narcotics. Both of us expressed our firm op-
position to the use of any form of violence,
whether as an instrument of terror against
democratic society or as a means of realizing
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